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had changed since the days of the Revolution. It was now such
a specialised business that no amount of enthusiasm could long
withstand the cast-iron efficiency of the German war-machine.
Moreover, at the end of October came the crushing news
that Bazaine had capitulated at Metz. This vain, flashy,
self-seeking person had managed to make people think
him a great general; but in the field he showed nerveless,
hesitant incompetence, and when besieged in Metz he displayed
even worse faults. Instead of harassing the enemy by vigorous
sorties, he tried to play for his own hand, by negotiating for
a peace that would leave him at the head of an unbroken army,
and therefore the most powerful man in France. Bismarck
kept him in play until it was too late for effective action and
then insisted on unconditional surrender. Thus 180,000 men,
the flower of the French army, laid down their arms; and
worse still, a quarter of a million Germans were set free to press
on the siege of Paris.
§ 152. bismarck triumphant. — Meanwhile Thiers was
going round trying to induce the Powers to intervene, but he
had no success. Bismarck had made his diplomatic prepara-
tions so skilfully that he managed to keep Europe at arm's
length while the Prussian armies completed their work.
One by one the armies extemporised by Gambetta were
destroyed. Paris held out with heroic fortitude, despite famine
and bombardment, until the end of January ; but on the 28th
of that month Favre was compelled once more to seek an
interview with Bismarck, and this time he had to accept the
hard terms on which the " Iron Chancellor " insisted. The
forts were to be surrendered, and the regular troops (but not
the National Guard) disarmed. A National Assembly was to
meet at Bordeaux to treat with the German Government as to
terms of peace.
A few days earlier a memorable ceremony had taken place in
the Great Hall of Mirrors at Versailles.. Recent experience had
convinced the south German states that " Union is strength,"

